
R E A L  P E O P L E

Local pro shares her 
passion for golf with 

budding students
By Dana Martin

acque Servadio grew up in Bakers-
®eld and began playing golf when 
she was 18. She loved it, and she was 
good. Just two years after taking her 
®rst swing, she won her ®rst Kern 
County Amateur's title (by a record-

breaking 26 strokes) and went on to lead Cypress 
College to win their ®rst California State team 
title. Realizing her passion for the game, Serva-
dio immersed herself in golf and is now a LPGA 
teaching professional.

Servadio, 39, took some time off the green to 
explain a day in the life of a golf pro.

When did you start gol®ng?
 I started gol®ng when I was 18 years old. My 

dad took me out for the ®rst time, and I instantly 
fell in love with the game.

If someone is interested in mak-
ing a living as a golf pro, what is 
involved? 

You must have a great love for the game, not 
only playing the game, but helping others and 
growing the game. You would want to de®nitely 
join the PGA or LPGA to gain your golf educa-
tion and teaching credentials. It takes generally 
about ®ve to seven years to complete the pro-
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gram, which consists of a playing ability test as well as courses, 
book work, seminars, and numerous teaching and written tests. Of 
course, there are many areas of the golf business to be involved in 
Ð some people are golf professionals, but do very little teaching. 
They may be in the course or pro shop management aspect of the 
business. At this point in my career, I am dedicated to just teaching 
and helping people better their golf game. 

What age do you recommend that parents 
start their children playing golf?  

As early as possible Ðroughly around 5 or 6 years old.

What is a typical day like for you as a golf pro?
I generally arrive to the course about 7:30 in the morning to 

get set up and ready for my ®rst lesson at 8. I work ®ve days a 
week and give from ®ve to eight lessons a day depending on the 
day. I will give four to ®ve lessons in the morning and take a break 
for computer work in the afternoon. During my break I send e-
mail to my students, which includes lesson notes and drills that 
we covered in their lesson that morning. If my students signed 
up for a video analysis, I use this time to analyze their swings 
and post it to my Web site for their viewing. I then give two to 
three lessons in the late afternoon to accommodate my working 
students. After my lessons are done for the day, I do all my book-
keeping work and update my student lesson series information. I 
have approximately 100 series students, so it is a must to keep my 
records current.  

Tuesdays and Fridays are my days to play golf with the guys 

in the noon game, which is a big team game they have every week 
out at Kern River Golf Course. It helps me to keep my game sharp. 
Many times I get a chance to play with some of my students and this 
gives me a chance to check up on their golf game. 

Finally, I get out of the parking lot about 6 to 6:30 p.m. and do 
it all over the next day.

Have you made it as far as you planned to 
make it in golf, or do you have further goals? 

Oh no, I de®nitely have lots more to accomplish. I still have 
a little ways to go to get my Class A teaching credential with the 
LPGA. My big goal is to open a nine-hole golf course here in Ba-
kers®eld. I am quite surprised that we don't have one in this town 
considering how big the city has become. I envision an excellent 
learning and practice area where people can work on all areas of 
their game, and where I can teach with video more ef®ciently. I also 
think a lighted course for night golf would go over well for those 
who can't handle the blistering valley heat. A nine±hole course 
would be more conducive for people who have less time to play, 
senior citizens, junior golfers and women who are intimidated by 
the longer regulation golf courses.

Favorite city course?
Of course, Kern River is my favorite public course Ð I love the 

great views of the hills and canyon, and the people are wonderful 
to work with as well. My favorite private course would have to be 
Bakers®eld Country Club. I feel that course is a great test of golf 
and the greens are exceptional.
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